
 

 
Staff Summary Report    
 
Hearing Officer Hearing Date:  November 6, 2007    Agenda Item Number:    13   
 
 SUBJECT:  This is a public hearing for a request by MOTOROLA located at 8201 South Hardy Drive for one (1) use 

permit. 
  

  DOCUMENT NAME: 20071106dssd09     PLANNNED DEVELOPMENT (0406) 
    
   SUPPORTING DOCS: Yes 
 

  COMMENTS: Hold a public hearing for a request by TEMPE POLICE DEPARTMENT SOUTH 
SUBSTATION – MOTOROLA (PL070447) (Alan Wawrzyniak/Patriot Tower, applicant; City of 
Tempe, property owner) located at 8201 South Hardy Drive in the GID, General Industrial 
District for: 

 
   ZUP07167 Use permit to allow communication antennas on an existing one-hundred-fifty 

foot (150’) monopole. 
 

   PREPARED BY:  Shawn Daffara, Planner II (480-858-2284) 
 
 REVIEWED BY:  Steve Abrahamson, Planning & Zoning Coordinator (480-350-8359) 
 
 LEGAL REVIEW BY: N/A 
 
 FISCAL NOTE: N/A 
 
 RECOMMENDATION: Staff – Approval subject to Conditions 1-4  
   
 ADDITIONAL INFO: The applicant, Patriot Tower is seeking approval of a use permit to add wireless antennas to the existing 

one-hundred-fifty (150) foot Police Communications Monopole. The project is located at 8201 South 
Hardy Drive in the GID, General Industrial District.   The existing tower and the proposed antennas will 
be located inside the South Police Substation.  The property is located south of Carver Road and east of 
Hardy Drive. To date, staff has received no public input on this request and recommends approval of the 
proposal as submitted, with conditions. 
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PAGES:  1. List of Attachments 
2. Comments;  Reason for Approval 
3. Conditions of Approval; History & Facts/Description; Zoning & Development Code Reference 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  1. Location Map(s) 

2. Aerial Photo(s) 
3-4. Letter of Intent 
5-6. Site plan 
7. Enlarged Site Plan 
8. Elevation(s) 
9.       Applicant’s Photograph(s) 
10.    Staff Photograph(s) 
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COMMENTS:   
 
The applicant, Patriot Tower is seeking approval of a use permit to add wireless antennas to the existing one-hundred-fifty (150) foot 
Police communications monopole.  The project is located at 8201 South Hardy Drive in the GID, General Industrial District.   The 
existing one hundred and fifty (150) foot tower, with the proposed antennas will be located inside the Tempe Police South Substation 
yard.  The location of the ground equipment will be inside the existing equipment shelter.   The new antennas are required for the new 
public safety communications system that will be used by the City of Phoenix and the City of Tempe public safety personnel.  The new 
antennas will consist of two (2) 14’-0” Omni antennas, three (3) 9’-0” Omni antennas and one (1) 3’-0” microwave dish. Staff 
recommends approval of the proposal as submitted, with conditions. 
 
 
Use Permit 
 
The Zoning and Development Code requires a use permit for a wireless telecommunications antenna in all zoning districts including the 
GID, General Industrial District. This use permit request meets all applicable tests in the following manner: 
 

a. Any significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas; 
 There will be no significant increase in vehicular or pedestrian traffic in adjacent areas.  

  
b. Nuisance arising from the emission of odor, dust, gas, noise, vibration, smoke, heat, or glare at a level exceeding that of 

ambient conditions;  
 As the proposal is for a wireless antenna; there should be no nuisances. 

  
c. Compatibility with existing surrounding structures and uses; 

 The proposed use appears to be compatible with surrounding the uses. 
 
 
Conclusion 
  
Staff recommends approval of the use permit, subject to the conditions of approval. 

 
 
REASON(S) FOR  
APPROVAL: 1. No apparent nuisance resulting from noise, smoke, odor, dust, vibration, or glare. 
 

    2.  No apparent hazards to persons or property from possible explosion, contamination, fire or flood. 
 

           3.  Traffic generated by this use should not be excessive. 
 
                                               4.  The use appears to be compatible with the building, site and adjacent property. 
 

 
SHOULD THE HEARING OFFICER ELECT TO TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ON THE REQUEST, THE 
FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL SHOULD APPLY. 
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CONDITION(S) 
OF APPROVAL:  1.     Obtain all necessary clearances from the Building Safety Division of the Development Services              
                                                 Department. 
 

2. Any intensification or expansion of use, including co-location of additional antennas, will require a new 
use permit. 

 
3. The proposed antennas shall match the existing antennas on the existing Police communications tower. 

 
4. The wireless device shall be removed within 30 days of discontinuance of use. 

 
  
HISTORY & FACTS: 
 
March 5, 2002 BA020020:  The Hearing Officer approved an: 
 

 a.  Use Permit to allow a 160’ radio communications tower. 
 b.  Variance to reduce south property line setback from 160’ – 10’-4”   

 
 
DESCRIPTION:  Owner – City of Tempe 
 Applicant – Alan Wawrzyniak/Patriot Tower 
  Existing Zoning – GID, General Industrial District 
          Existing Tower Height – 150’ 
          Proposed Tower Height –150’  
                        Antenna Array Info –  (2) 14’-0” Omni Antennas 
                   (3)  9’-0” Omni Antenna 
                  (1)  3’-0” Microwave Dishes 
 
ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
CODE REFERENCE:  Part 3, Section 3-302 – Permitted Uses in Office/Industrial Districts 
  Part 3, Section 3-421 – Wireless Telecommunications Facilities  

  Part 6, Section 6-308 – Use Permit. 
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October 8, 2007 

City of Tempe Planning Department 
31 East 5th Street 
Tempe, AZ 85280 

Re: Letter of Explanation for Proposed City of Tempe Public Safety Communications Site 
addition at Tempe Police Department South Substation. 

Dear City Planner, 

As the City of Tempe continues to grow, the need for a Public Safety Communications 
system that will provide the coverage needed to keep its citizens and visitors safe is also 
growing. The following sites are part of the solution to this need. Below I will give a complete 
description of each site as well the justification for the placement the site. 

Tempe PD South Substation - 8201 S. Hardy Drive, Tempe. 

The existing communications site is located in the secured parking area of the Tempe PD 
South Substation. The proposed antennas that will be placed on this existing site are as 
follows: (2) 14' omni antennas (specifications attached), (3) 9' omni antennas and (1) 3' 
MW dish. 

The purpose of this site is for Public Safety Communications as part of the City of Tempe 
and Phoenix Regional Wireless Network. The proposed site will be a communications site with 
restricted vehicular and pedestrian traffic typically on an as needed basis for general maintenance 
and emergency situations. Since Tempe PD South Substation is an existing communications 
site, the proposed site will not cause any nuisance greater than that ofexisting ambient 
conditions. Because the nature of this site is for the safety and well being of the surrounding 
neighborhood, it will not contribute to the deterioration of the surrounding neighborhood or be in 
conflict with the objectives and policies of the City of Tempe. The proposed antennas to be 
placed on the existing 150' monopole will be of similar size, type and use to the surrounding 
antennas and will not cause any disruptive behavior that would create a nuisance to the 
surrounding area or general public. 

9319 N 94th Way, Suite 500, Scottsdale, Arizona 85258 . (480) 421·0234 
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In closing, I look forward to working with the City of Tempe Planning Department in 
moving these vital Public Safety sites forward and adding to the future vision of Tempe as a safe 
place to live, work and visit. If you have any questions concerning this project please contact me 
at any time. 

Thank you, 

Alan Wawrzyniak 
Site Development Manager 
Patriot Tower 
480-262-9146 (c) 
480-421-0234 (0) 
awawrzyniak@patriot-tower.com 

9319 N 94th Way, Suite 500, Scottsdale, Arizona 85258 • (480) 421·0234 
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